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27 August 2009 

New walking tour company gets at Toronto’s green 'sole’

How beer saved the city in the mid-1800s, how the Gay Village came out, and an eco-tale on top of Mountain Equipment Co-op’s green roof are stories that visitors and Torontonians rarely hear.

Walk T.O., a walking tour company launched in August, is aiming to change that.  Its founders, teacher Michelle Galea and journalist Crystal Luxmore, lead three walks that touch on everything from the environment, to racism, to social justice. 

“Michelle and I have both been on some amazing walking tours in Europe that really engaged us with the city – and we wanted to do the same thing back home by telling Toronto’s most compelling and unknown stories,” says Ms. Luxmore. 

On Sunday August 30th, Walk T.O. is leading mini-versions of its “Toronto the Green” tour at the Live Green Festival for just $12.00 for adults and $5.00 for children under 10-years-old.  The groups will rely on the Red Rocket to take them from Yonge & Queen for the one-hour walking tour, which starts on Mountain Equipment Co-op’s green rooftop and ends at 401 Richmond’s community garden.  

AutoShare – an expert in eco-friendly transit – is sponsoring the transport portion of the walk.  And, as with all of Walk T.O.’s green walks, 5 percent of ticket sales will go to The Stop Community Food Centre.

“Toronto has a love-hate relationship with its environment – we throw out one million coffee cups everyday but we also use our lake water to cool some of our tallest skyscrapers,” says Ms. Luxmore. “This walk asks if Hogtown’s green efforts are hogwash, and highlights the environmental heroes and zeros in our fine city.”

Three walks will run that day, beginning at 12:30, 2:15 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., people can book in advance by email (tours@walkto.ca) or sign up on the day at one of the two Walk T.O. booths at Yonge & Dundas Square or at the bottom of Queen & Yonge.

Also on the 30th, Walk T.O.’s other half, Michelle Galea, will lead its “Nutshell Tour” from 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. starting in front of St. Lawrence Market and finishing in Baldwin Street Village. The tour costs $20 for adults and $15 for students and seniors. 

“This walk tells Toronto’s story – from a backwater bog where the Irish were second class citizens, to how we’ve shaped ourselves into a multicultural city that expresses itself in music, art and architecture.  We do it all in three-hours,” says Ms. Galea.

Media are invited to come on Walk T.O.'s tours on Sunday August 30th - or any other regularly scheduled walk free of charge, just mention your media outlet when you book – email tours@walkto.ca or call us at 416 820 3111.  

ENDS
TOUR TIMES ON SUNDAY AUGUST 30th:

Toronto the Green Tour @ Live Green Festival:
Meeting & End Point:  Walk T.O. Booth at Yonge & Queen Street
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
2:15 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
The Nutshell Tour:
Meeting Point: St. Lawrence Market (outside main entrance at Front & Jarvis) End Point: Baldwin Street Village
10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

For media interviews contact or to book contact:
Crystal Luxmore, Walk T.O. Director, 647-239-5899, tours@walkto.ca, www.walkto.ca
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